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foreign connexions, the importance of the household depart-
ments being increasingly felt. Already in 1236 Henry III
had forcibly seized from Bishop Ralph Neville the Great
Seal, in inauguration of the period when the chancery should
be controlled by a quick succession of clerks, sometimes
former household officials, always in the close confidence
of Henry III and dependent on him.1 Such changes may be
put side by side with changes in the character and activities
of the episcopate. From 1239 until the end of the reign,
only Hugh Pateshull was appointed from the Exchequer.
Of the four judges appointed, William Raleigh, William of
York, John Breton, and Simon Walton, the two former
had been influential and trusted royal counsellors. Two
wardrobe clerks and five chancellors or keepers of the seal
gained promotion. A little group of foreigners appear: in
1240 Peter d'Aigueblanche, formerly a financial clerk of
William, Bishop of Valence, and on the latter's death,
Warden of the King's Wardrobe; in 1242 Boniface of
Savoy, the king's uncle; in 1250 Aymer of Lusignan, the
king's half-brother. Perhaps with these may conveniently
be grouped M. Laurence of St. Martin; for though an
Englishman, M. Laurence had served, alongside Peter
d'Aigueblanche, in the household of William of Valence,
and then became a confidential clerk of Henry III, em-
ployed in urgent and important diplomatic missions and as
king's proctor at the Papal Curia. To his position M.
Walter Bronescombe seemed to succeed in 1251. Other
clerks from the court unconnected with the great admini-
strative departments were, M. Nicolas Farnham, a scholar
and the king's physician and confessor; Robert Chause
of the Queen's household; M. Walter Cantilupe and M.
Godfrey Giffard, clerks of learning and noble birth brought
up in the court; and others, FulkBassett, Roger Longespee,
M. Walter Giffard, whose family ties suggest a similar
connexion. The Giffard brothers and Nicolas of Ely were
promoted, it is worthy of note, during the baronial wars;
they were men who were drawn closely into political circles
for the first time during that struggle.
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